Cytokine regulation of monocyte recruitment.
Phagocytes infiltrating neoplastic tissues have peculiar membrane phenotype and functional properties. Tumor-associated macrophages (TAM) play a complex, ambiguous role in the regulation of primary tumor growth and metastasis (a "macrophage balance"). Yet these cells are strategically located at the very interface between tumor and host and represent a potential target for immunomodulation. A better understanding of the regulation and function of TAM may provide a less empirical basis of or rational design of therapeutic approaches, as vividly illustrated by the antitumor activity of i.p. in IFN ovarian cancer patients with minimal residual disease resistant to chemotherapy.